
Spymaster, defector, double agent—the remarkable true story of 
the man who ran Russia’s post–cold war spy program in America.  

In 1991, the Soviet Union collapsed, the cold war ended, 
and a new world order began. We thought everything 
had changed. But one thing never changed: the spies. 

From 1997 to 2000, a man known as “Comrade J” was 
the highest-ranking operative in the SVR—the successor 
agency to the KGB—in the United States. He directed all 
Russian spy action in New York City and personally 
oversaw every covert operation against the United States 
and its allies in the United Nations. He recruited spies, 
planted agents, penetrated security, manipulated 
intelligence, and influenced American policy, all under 
the direct leadership of Boris Yeltsin and then Vladimir 
Putin. He was a legend in the SVR, the man who kept 
the secrets. 

Then, in 2000, he defected—and it turned out he had 
one more secret. For the previous two years, he had also 
been a double agent for the FBI: “By far the most 
important Russian spy that our side has had in decades.” 
He has never granted a public interview. The FBI and 
CIA have refused to answer all media questions about 
him. He has remained in hiding. He has never revealed 
his secrets. 

Until now. 

Pete Earley, a former reporter for 
the Washington Post, is the author of 
eight works of nonfiction, including 
the bestsellers The Hot House and 
Family of Spies and the multi-award-
winning Circumstantial Evidence. 
According to Washingtonian 

magazine, he is one of ten journalist/authors in 
America “who have the power to introduce new 
ideas and give them currency.”
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“Prichard’s voice never tires and never changes. Both his 
oldest and newest fans will enjoy this dark journey into 
Soviet espionage.” —AudioFile


