BritishBuild
Building Contract (incorporating Schedule of Works & Schedule of Payments
Use this contract if you, the customer, deal directly with a builder working on your property. It is not generally suitable for large projects where you may need to employ a consultant to act for you.

Decide exactly what you want the contractor to do before you ask him to quote for the work. This will avoid misunderstandings later on.

Get quotations from more than one contractor – three quotations are quite usual. But remember that the cheapest quote may not represent the best value for money.

Check through the BritishBuild register for suitable contractors. There are over three hundred different trade categories that will enable you to break a larger project down in to its separate parts. Accredited members have all signed up to the BritishBuild Quality Charter and you will also be able to check if they are members of any trade associations.

Don’t be rushed in to making a decision. A good reputable craftsman will always take time to discuss your work and give you considered advice.

Builders sometimes ask customers to make payments in advance, before they do the work. Only consider making advance payments for goods that need to be specially made off site before work can start on your property.

Before you sign the contract make sure that you and the contractor have filled in the details in the first part of the contract, which deals with the arrangements for the work.

If you have Buildings or Contents insurance, tell your insurers about the building work. If you do not tell your insurers they may not pay out if you make a claim.

You should ask the contractor to confirm that he has insurance cover before starting the work. Contractually he is obliged to cover the building work, the materials used on site for the work and ‘public liability to persons and property’.

If you need to give instructions on a change to the work, or to tell the builder about any faults in the work, give details in writing.

The local authority will hold you responsible for compliance with building regulations and planning permission. Contact them directly through the relevant links on our web site if you require any guidance.

All of our Accredited members will base their quotations on the terms of the Building Contract where the contract is being used.

All of our Accredited members have agreed to the terms of the BritishBuild Quality Charter and understand that if work commences before building regulation approval is given they must give the local authority a building notice at least 48 hours before work commences.

All of our members will, by law, remain responsible for six years after finishing the work for any faulty work that arises because of their failure to keep to the contract.

In general, make sure you are both clear about which of you will produce a specification or drawings if they are needed.

The contractor must keep to building regulations and health and safety laws. If the customer has any concerns he should discuss these with the contractor.

If the customer agrees to pay by instalments, the stages when instalments are due should relate to stages of the work, (for example, rewiring of ground floor complete, flat roof repairs complete) Rather than timescales. Only stages that can be clearly defined should be used.

If there are any disagreements while the work is being carried out, firstly try to sort them out between you before considering going to adjudication or to the courts.

If you’ve both made all the arrangements referred to in the contract, and follow all of the terms properly, you can look forward to a successful outcome to the work.

To download the Building Contract for a home owner/occupier click here

www.jctcontracts.com

